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THE HAMILTON-WENTWORTH DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
AGENDA 
SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Wednesday, March 31, 2004 

Location: Board Room 7:00 p.m. 
1. Call to order J. Tomlinson 


2. Approval of Agenda 
3. Approval of the Minutes of January 28, 2004 
4. Timed Presentation: 

(a) Educational Assistants: Information On Hiring Standards, Staffing, Allocation 

and Training M. Kivell/ E. Corcione 

5. Remarks — Chair 
6. Special Education Report E. Corcione 
7. Members’ Updates 
8. Business Arising From the Minutes 

(a) Special Education Review Update J. Tomlinson 


(b) Section 20 Letter A. Scriven 


9. New Business 
(a) 2004-2005 Special Education Plan J. Tomlinson 


10. Correspondence 
11. Distribution 


12. Other Business — Chair 


Future Meetings 


Committee of the Whole Monday, April 19, 2004 6:30 p.m. 
Board Monday, April 26, 2004 6:30 p.m. 
Special Education Advisory Committee Wednesday, April 28, 2004 7:00 p.m. 


[IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND, PLEASE ADVISE THE MINUTE ROOM AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE — 
527-5092 EXT. 2273/2274] 


Chair 
Vice-Chair 


Bemadine Nabuurs 
Anne Quinn 


SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


2003-2006 MEMBERSHIP 


Elected Officials of the Board 
Trustees: 
Bishop, Judith 
H: 905-5287740 
fax: 905- 5287427; 905-5212544 [c/o 
Minute Room] 
bishop(@hwdsb.on.ca 
Brennan, Jessica 
H: 905-6273820 
fax: 905-5212544 [c/o Minute Room] 
jbrennan@hwdsb.on.ca 


MEMBERS OF LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS/ORGANIZATIONS 


WIR WEDEINS UP LUN OE {OO 


Association for Bright Children 
Pattillo, Marg [Alternate] 

H: 905-6284189 
pattillm@region.halton.on.ca 


Autism Society Ontario 
Hamilton-Wentworth Chapter 
Wylson-Sher, Vicky 

H: 905-6484266 

fax: 905-6488265 
idoc@sympatico.ca 


Canadian National Institute for the 
Blind (CNIB) 

Peters, Robert 

H: 905-5606051 
petersr38@hotmail.com 


Chedoke Child and Family Centre 
Belch, Ruth 

H: 905-3874716 

B: 905-5212100, ext. 77325 
belchrut@hhsc.ca 

Meister, Charles [Alternate] 

B: 905-5212100, ext. 74187 

fax: 905-5217971 


meister@hhsc.ca 


Hamilton Community Care Access 
Centre — fax: 905-5281883 
Nabuurs, Bernadine 

B: 905-5238600, ext. 2150 
Bernadine.nabuurs@ hamilton.ccac-ont.ca 


CHOICES — Supporting People 
with Developmental Disabilities 
VanDalen, Cynthia 

H: 905-6892885 
cjvandalen@hotmail.com 

Grant, John [Alternate] 

B: 905-6273531 

fax: 905-6280038 


Down Syndrome Association of 
Hamilton 

Colantino, Judy 

H: 905-3855022 

fax/phone: 905-3873806 
judycolantino@hotmail.com 
McKnight, Linda [Alternate] 

H: 905-5296428 
Imcknight@sprint.ca 


Community Living Hamilton 
Ricker, Emily 

H: 905-3875890; B: 905-5269063 
ericker@clham.com 

Shields, Bryan 


H: 905-3851485; B: 905-5280281 ext. 


232 fax: 905-5285156 
bshields@clham.com 


ADDITIONAL MEMBERS OF SEAC 


Hamilton District Society for Disabled 


Children 

Dalziel, Nalda 

H: 905-5225413; B: 905-3855391 or 
905-5212100, ext. 77416 

fax: 905-5212636 

Dalziel@hhsc.ca 


The Children’s Aid Society of 
Hamilton-Wentworth 

Quinn, Anne 

B: 905-5221121, ext. 2469 
fax: 905-5224192 
aquinn@hamiltoncas.com 


Learning Disabilities Association of 
Hamilton-Wentworth 

Scriven, Andie 

H: 905-5736038 

B: 905-5274322, ext. 46055 
tichifa@yahoo.com 

Parker, Tom [Alternate] 

B: 905-5231332 

fax: 905-5236311 


Hamilton-Wentworth Council of Home 


and School Associations 
Badone, Ellen 

H: 905-5770289 
badone@memaster.ca 


SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
2003-2006 MEMBERSHIP 


BOARD 

2 OFFICIALS/REPRESENTATIVES 
Dr. Janice Tomlinson Eto Corcione Jeremy Abrahams 
Superintendent of Student Services Principal of Special Education Services Special Education Consultant 
905-5275092, ext. 2368 or 2625 905-5275092, ext. 2724 905-5275092. ext. 2639 
jltomlin@hwdsb.on.ca ecorcion@hwdsb.on.ca jabraham@hwdsb.on.ca 
Hamilton-Wentworth Elementary Hamilton-Wentworth Principals’ 
Teachers’ Local PC-21 Principals’ Council Association 
Mary Ellis Don Pente Gary Moncur 
c/o Viscount Montgomery c/o Saltfleet Secondary School c/o C. H. Bray School 
905-5445670 905-5733000 905-6484353 
fax: 905-5442608 fax: 905-5732408 fax: 905-6489291 
Dan Hughes dpente@hwdsb.on.ca gmoncur@hwdsb.on.ca 


c/o Queen Mary School 
905-5470321 
fax: 905-5470759 


Minute Room, Director’s Office 
905-5275092 [ext. 2273/2307] 
fax: 905-5212544 
crevilla@hwdsb.on.ca 


») Revised: 2004 03 25 
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The Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board 
Instructional Services 


Special Education Department 


Special Education Advisory Committee 
Special Education Report 
Wednesday March 31, 2004 


. Education Assistant Allocation Process 


* Administrators received the guidelines to the Spring EA Allocation process during the week 
before the March Break 

* This process will allocate EAs to schools for the 2004-05 school year 

* The process has been coordinated and scheduled to take place during the month of April 2004 

° The EA staffing process will be held during the month of June 2004 


. System IPRC Spring Process 

* The Spring System IPRC process has been coordinated and scheduled for March 29 to April 1 

* Schools will present students at these IPRCs for identification and placement (special 
classes/Special Day School programs) for the 2004-05 school year 


. Ministry of Education Special Education Policy and Programs Update 

* Acopy of the Ministry’s Special Education Policy and Programs Update (January 2004) has 
been provided for you (See attached copy) 

* This update outlines areas such as organizational structure, IEP standards, School Board 
Special Education Plans, Program Standards, Autism, SEAC e-Learning and other areas 


. SEAC e-Learning 

° Three SEAC members, along with a special education administrator and a computer technical 
staff support person, were invited to attend a Ministry training session on Saturday, March 6, 
2004, from 9:00 am to 3:30 pm, at Cardinal Newman Secondary School in Stoney Creek. 

¢ The Ministry of Education offered a face to face training session on an internet based e- 
Learning Information Program which has been made available as a result of the number of 
changes in special education legislation and policy since the Ministry provided training 
sessions on the role of SEAC in the spring of 1995 

¢ This particular training session was made available to provide information to assist SEAC 
members to fulfill their advisory role to school boards, as set out in Regulation 464/97 under 
the Education Act. 


. IPRC Notification of Meeting Form 

¢ Asample copy of the IPRC form that notifies parents of the date, time and location of the 
IPRC for their child is provided for you as requested at the January 2004 SEAC meeting (See 
attached form) 


MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
SPECIAL EDUCATION POLICY AND PROGRAMS UPDATE 


January 16, 2004 


SPECIAL EDUCATION ACTIVITIES 


SFeouUlne eee oases see 


Organizational Changes 


On July 29, 2003, the Special Education Policy and Programs Branch was formally 
established as a permanent struciure within the Ministry of Education. The primary 
functions of the Branch are to: 


advise the Minister and senior management within the Ministry on specia! 
education policy; 

work with stakeholders/education partners to identify issues requiring policy 
responses; 

support the achievemenis of exceptional students through the development of 
policies and programs that are evidence-based; 

provide policy information and clarification to assist school boards and their 
Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) members in undertaking their 
legislated roles and responsibilities; 

contribute special education expertise to policy and program development and 
implementation in other paris of the Ministry of Education to ensure that the 
specific issues associated with students receiving special education programs 
and services are considered and addressed; and 

ensure policy integration for cross-ministerial policy initiatives aimed at serving 
children with disabilities and children with special needs. 


Alexander (Alex) Bezzina is the Branch Director. Three units report to him. These are: 


1) 


The Program Policy Unit is responsible for: 


° leading and managing/coordinating the development and implementation 
of policy in such areas as \dentification, Placement and Review 
Committee (IPRC) processes, individual Education Plans (IEPs); and 
School Board Special Education Plans; 


° leading and coordinating activities with other Ministry Branches on such 
policy matters as curriculum and assessment; secondary school policy, 
etc.; and 

° coordinating administrative support for the Minister's Advisory Council on 


Special Education (MACSE) and the Ontario Special Education Tribunals. 


The Program Policy Unitis managed by Bruce Drewett. 


M 


inistry of Education Special Education Web Site: 


http:/iwww.edu,gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/speced.him| 


G- 2d 


The development of further resources to support school boards, such as the revision of 
IEP Resource Guide (1998) and the provision of samples of compieted IEPs, is being 
undertaken by the Ministry. 


in addition to the Reviews, the Ministry has met individually with many boards to further 
discuss their results, as well as their IEP templates, processes, and the development oi 
mechanisms for reviewing the quality of their IEPs. (Contact: Bruce Drewett). 


Individual Education Plan (IEP) Template 


The Ministry has developed, in consultation with its educationa! partners, a voluntary 
IEP template and accompanying explanatory notes for provincial distribution. The 
Ministry had received numerous requesis to produce a provincial template that is user- 
friendly and contains all of the fields necessary to meet the standards. This resource 
was distributed to superintendents responsible for special education in early September 
2002. Boards were invited to adopt it in its entirety or to use the fields in the template to 
enhance their current formats. An electronic version (FileMaker Pro) of this template ts 
available on request. (Contact: Bruce Dreweitt). 


Policy/Program Memorandum No. 127 (PPM 127) 


PPM 127: Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test in English-Language Secondary 
Schools - Accommodations, Deferrals, And Exemptions, and the corresponding French 
language policy document, addresses the obligation of school boards and schools to 
provide accommodations for students with special needs when they write the Ontario 
Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT). This policy document also outlines the 
procedures for deferring the writing of the test for some students or exempting other 
students who are not working towards an Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD). 
PPM 127 can be accessed at the following website: 


http:/Avww.edu.gov.on.ca/extra/eng/ppm/ppm.htm 


Additional information about permitted accommodations can be found in the Education 
Quality and Accountability Office’s (EQAO) Guide for Accommodations, Special 
Provisions, Deferrals, and Exemptions document, which is posted on the EQAO 


website at: http://www.eqao.com/eqao/home page/O07e/7 {e.htmi 
(Contact: Bruce Drewett) 


School Beard Special Education Plans 


In January 2003, the Ministry's District Offices sent instructions for the July 2003 
Special Education Plans submissions to school boards and school authorities. In these 
instructions, the Ministry indicated that the 2000 Standards for School Boards’ Special 
Education Plans will form the basis of the boards’ submissions. 


Plans were submitted to the Ministry District Offices during Summer 2003. Submissions 
will be compared to the standards and school boards and school authorities will receive 
individualized feedback on their 2003 Special Education Plans. 

(Contact: Bruce Drewett). 


Early Assessment and Intervention Strategies Pilot Project for Students with 
Learning Disabilities 


The Ministry of Education continues to provide time-limited research funds to the 
Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario (LDAO). The project is focussed on early 
identification and intervention strategies for children ages 4 to 8 who are having 
learning difficulties. 


Status Report 


The Web-based Teaching Tool, the early screening and intervention model developed 
by the project, continues to be evaluated and refined following the initial pilot year. It is 
now in its third year of use in 20 boards in the province. (Contact: Tracy Odell) 


Coordinated Services Advisory Committee (CSAC) 


To assist in accomplishing these key policy initiatives, the Ministry of Education has 
established the Coordinated Services Advisory Committee (CSAC), comprised of 
researchers, representatives from the Minister's Advisory Council on Special Education 
and school boards, as well as from MCSS and MOHLTC and a selection of their 
agencies. In recent meetings, ihe CSAC has been advising Ministry staff on the 
elements of a policy framework for coordinating services for students with special 
education needs. 

(Contact: Eric Mézin) 


Special Education: A Guide for Educators (2001) 


This publication reflects legislation, regulations, policy, and educational practice related 
to special education. It includes the following sections: Program Planning; Ontario's 
Approach to Special Education; Meeting the Needs of Exceptional Pupils; the IPRC 
Process; the IEP; Programs and Services for the Identified Pupil, Funding Special 
Education; Legislation and Policy; Roles and Resources of Related Ministries and 
appropriate appendices. 


The Guide can be accessed and downloaded from the Ministry of Education’s website 
at the following address: : 


http:/Awww.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/speced/quide. him! ; 
(Contact: Bruce Drewett) 


Transition Planning Resource Guide 


A Ministry of Education document titled Transition Planning: A Resource Guide was 
released to school boards, parent organizations, postsecondary institutions and health 
and social service agencies in October 2002. This Guide provides schoo! boards and 
school authorities with suggestions for the implementation of the requirement in 
Regulation 181/98 that a transition plan be included in the Individual Education Plan 
(IEP) for exceptional students (except gifted) age 14 and over. The Ministry is 
responding to requests from school boards for and Regional Special Education 
Councils for presentations concerning transition planning. 

[Pantert: Rriica Dreweatt\ 
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Update on the Association of Applied Arts and Technology of Ontario 

Update on the Accessibility Planning Working Group — Guidelines for Accessibility 
Update on Program Standards for Teachers’ Assistants education programs 
Report back on the effectiveness of the Rourke Baby Report 

SEAC E-Leaming Demonstration 


Future meetings of Council have been scheduled for June 9/10, 2004 and 
October 20/21, 2004. (Contact: Noorie Kabani) 


Ontarians with Disabilities Act 


On September 30, 2002, proclamation brought into law the sections of the Ontarians 
with Disabilities Act, 2001 (ODA) which outline specific accessibility obligations on the 
part of the broader oublic sector (BPS), including schoo! boards. 


Under the ODA, BPS organizations such as public transportation organizations, school 
boards, hospitals, and colleges and universities, were required to prepare and publish 
annual accessibility plans within one year of proclamation, i.e., by September 30, 2003. 
To assist BPS organizations in meeting their obligations, the Ministry of Citizenship has 
developed resource information about the ODA, BPS obligations under the act and 
other accessibility information. This information is available at the following website 
address: www.aov.on.ca/citizenship/accessibility. (Contact: Tracy Odell) 
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MINISTER'S ADVISORY COUNCIL ON SPECIAL EDUCATION - 
MEMBERS’ TELEPHONE, FAX & E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
Updated January 29, 2004, 2003 


EXCEPTIONALITIES HOME & BUSINESS |HOME & BUSINESS FAX |HOME & BUSINESS E-MAIL 
(Tor COUMAO | ANMDcCce 
7 
\, =e ee vik oe 
‘Lynn Ziraldo [Ail Exceptionalities (Home) 905-884-5646 |(Home) 905-770-9377 lework) Idayr @idirect.com 
‘Chair (Work) S05-884-7933 (Work) 905-770-9377 
\Carol Yaworski ia arning Disability (Home) 416-690-8341 (Work) 416-929-3905 |(Work) carol @ldao.on.ca 
| | |(Work) 416-929-4311, Ex 27 | | 
| i : . 
\Jean-Luc Berard aed! Officers, (Home) 905-820-9671 | (Home) 905-608-8593 \(Work) bemardi @csdcso.on.ca 
\Vice-Chair iFr. Language Community — |{(Work) 416-614-5906 (Work) 416-397-2047 


| 

{ 

| | | 
eg 416-996-1928 | 


Dr. Jay Rosenfield iMedical Practitioners | 


(Work) 416-813-6231 {or rk} 416-813-7437 '(Work) jay. roseniield @sickkids.ca 


XKi Ce 


1 

i 
Nancy Kirby IT { (Home) 613-257-3134 [(wortg 612-253-4678 
(Work) 613-258-7757 ‘ 


i(Home) qkirby@sympatico.ca 


i ; ie de 

John Wilhelm Emot/.Behaviour Disorder (Home) 905-666-9677 (Work) 416-512-3423 (Work) ionn.witheim @ tcdsb_org 

Catholic Community (Work) 416-222-8282, Ex 2599 | 

IMariene Sane Multiple Exceptionalities (Home) (705) 949-5224 (Home) 705-945-5677 i(\Work) marisart @ enoreo.on.ca 

(Work) 705-945-5677 (Work) 705-945-5681 

iSusann Palmiere Physical Disability (Home) 905-877-7334 (Home) 905-877-1492 srpalmiere @sympatico.ca 

Ellen Goodman Blind and Low Vision (Home) 613) 749-9771 (Work) | (Work) 613-721-9471 ellen_gcodman®@ ocdsb.edu.on.ca 
613-596-8211 (Ext. 8394) 


; ; ’ oe 
lJanice Strickland Developmental Disability (Home) 519-473-4686 (Home) 519-672-6065 (Home) districk @ reqers.com 


Dr. Lynne Beal Psychologists (Home) 416-690-9407 (Work) 416-394-3978 (Work) Lynne.Beal@ tdsb.on.ca_ 
(Work) 416-394-3904 
Roshni Ramchandani__|Student/ Youth home) (905) 726-2502 famed 100 G'vil.ca 


Prof. Raymond LeBlanc iPervasive Developmentai (Home) 613-745-2639 1(Home) 514-483-1706 
Disorder (Work) 613-562-5800 X4153 
Fr, Language Community 


(Home) rmleblan @uotiawa.ca 


{613} 745-0455 in laws 


Pao Goidberg Social Workers (Work) 416-654-8981 Ext. 105 {(Work) 416-654-8996 |kaoldberg @ earlscourt.on.ca 

Norah-Lynn Mcintyre Deaf and Hard of Heanng (Home) 905-335-6549 (Work) 416-487-7423 nlmcintyre @ccgeco.ca 
|(Work) 416-487-7719 

Annette Webber [Principals \(Home) 905-659-4125 (Home) 905-659-1476 awebber @ golden.net 

Barbara Uttley Teachers (Home) 519-974-3748 buttley @ uwindsor.ca 


fs usan Menary Speech and Language |(Home) 416-255-2623 (Work) 416-512-4994 (Work) susan.menary @ tcdsb.org 
} 

| 

| 


i 


Pathologist & Roman (Work) 416-222-8282 
Catholic Community ext 2685 


H 


\Ginny Duniop Gifted (Home) $05-335-2650 (Home) 905-336-3261 (Home) duniops @worldchat.com 
(call first) 

aude ES {Home} 613-625-2719 ae 613-625-1087 (Work) eilis}@ nrico.net 

| ; (Work) 613-649-2041 

heen Lentz Adrian Jentz @css.qov.on.ca 

i 


Integrated Services for 
Children Division, Children 
with Special Needs Branch 


|MOHLTC | Mork) 416- 326-8219 i(Work)(416) 326-0888 
MTCU - Colleges Br. (Work) 416-325-6892 (Mork) 416-325-2245 


i 
MCFCS (Work) 416-327-1313 ey 416-326-8395 

i 

| 


ry Jannuzzieilo 


|Mary.lannuzziello @moh.gov.on.ca 


y 


evdie trooer@edu.gov.on.ca 


'Paddy Buckley (Work) 416-325-0108 paddy.buckleyr@ edu.gov.on.ca 


IMTCU, Universities &r. ee 416-325-2578 
} 
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THE HAMILTON-WENTWORTH DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 


IDENTIFICATION, PLACEMENT AND REVIEW COMMITTEE 
Notification of Meeting 


Hamilton Public School 
1990 08 11 


Date of Birth 


Student Name 


The educational needs of this student will be discussed by an Identification, Placement and Review 
Committee (IPRC ). We would be pleased to have you attend the meeting : and share Peet ir information. 


IPRCDATE April19,2004_ = ===—SS—sSTIMEE 


LOCATION 


I will attend the Identification, Placement and Review. Committe Meeting at the 


scheduled time. 


I waive my right to attend the Identification, Ei me d’Review Committee 


meeting. Please proceed as scheduled. 


Review Committee meeting, I give the 
iducation Plan. 


Date 


Signature of Parent/Guardian/Student 18 years of age or older 


cc Pupil 16 years o f ape ol . 
(PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN THIS FORM TO THE SCHOOL) 


oss. seep res 3.03109 


2004 03 25 


ee 259 


Ries 


